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SUBJECT: US-SRV RELATIONS: DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN COMMENTS 
MAY 11 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF QUESTION AND ANSWER AT DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN'S NOON BRIEFING MAY 11: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

Q: THERE IS A REPORT FROM BANGKOK TODAY WHICH ALLEGES 
THAT THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT IN AN OFFICIAL COMMENTARY 
IS RULING OUT THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS AND COOPERA- 
TION IN THE SEARCH FOR THE MISSING AMERICANS UNLESS THE 
UNITED STATES PROVIDES ASSISTANCE FIRST. 

A: GEORGE, ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT THE UPI REPORT? 

Q: THAT IS CORRECT. 

A: OKAY. WELL, THE LEAD IN THE NEWS STORY THAT YOU REFER 
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TO - 

Q: TAKE A RIDE ON THAT ONE. 

A: - DOESN'T APPEAR TO CORRESPOND PRECISELY WITH THE 
ACTUAL TEXT OF THE EDITORIAL IN "NHAN DAN," AND WE HAVE 
COPIES OF THAT, IF YOU WANT. BUT I THINK IN COMMENT I 
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WOULD SAY ONLY THAT OUR VIEWS HAVE BEEN STATED IN CON- 
SIDERABLE DETAIL IN THE PAST FEW DAYS BY THE SECRETARY 
IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, AND MORE RECENTLY BY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HOLBROOKE ON THE HILL BEFORE THE WOLFF 
SUBCOMMITTEE. 

NOW, I HAVE NOTHING TO ADD TO THESE COMMENTS. WE EXPECT 
TO MEET AGAIN IN PARIS WITH THE VIETNAMESE IN ABOUT TWO 
WEEKS. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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